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CLAIMS 



I Claim: 

1 



A romoto control . d e vice c p mprisii 
a microprocessor including a CPU and memory means; 
5 a keypad including a set of / keys coupled to said 

microprocessor ; 

lamp driver circuitry coupled ±?b said microprocessor; 
means for generating IR signals coupled to said IR lamp 
driver circuitry; 

;10 z'' code data for executing command functions of a plurality ^of 
X J devices of different manufacturers stored in said memory means; 
\ a Key Reassignmgrnt table in said memory means containing key 

^ identity mode daj>a^ device data format, and function data; and 

program jrfeans stored in said memory means for assigning a 
15; dif ferent^function for the same or different device to a key on 
the ^ke"ypad upon the inputting of a^ predetermined keystroke 
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ce on said keypad . " 
2. The remote control .Bfejg^c'e of claim 1 wherein said keypad 
includes device keys , nietJe^keys and alpha numeric keys. 

The remote control device of claim 2 wherein said 
redeterrniTTed^keystrokes are a combination of letter keystrokes 
and number keystraksg^^ j 
' The remote control device of claim JT wherein the 

predetermined keystrokes are three letter keystrokes followed by 
three number keystrokes . 

4)Jtf- The remote control device of claim Ji wherein the 
keystrokes for the letter keystrokes are A-B-C and the keystrokes 
for the number keystrokes are 9-9-9. 

The remote control /^evice_^of- — ctSTnT - ! wherein the Key 
Reassignment .TjibJ i e_jrmr±TIar^ key, key identity mode data, 

device^dSta format , and cyommand function data. 

., 7^-A-method~for reas signing a -frrnrrtrt- on to — a key on a keypad 

in a remote control device including: — 

a microprocessor comprising a_J^BU----a1!3~~Tneinory means; 
a keypad including^a---se^of keys coupled to the CPU; 
■ lamp d^iyer^cTrcuitry coupled to the microprocessor; 

^=SfggnS-~ tnr gpnpral- iitf^ffi-^igna I g TTOip+cH fco the TT? lamp Hyiirrty. 
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iy depressed is a mode key; 



SbJ> 
A 3 



code data for execTrtrrtg--c.o romand func tions f or a plnr? 
•devices of different manufacturers stored in said memory mea; 
(0 and, 

5 a Key Reassignment Table in said memory means containing key 

identity and mode, device data format, and command function data, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

entering a predetermined keystroke sequence" on the keypad; 
A determining if the predetermined keystroke sequence is a 

10 command to perform special function processing to reassign to a 
key a function of a device to be controlled; 

determining if a function key has been depressed; 
storing the key identity and current mode into a "FROM" entry 
join the Key Reassignment Table; 
15 determining if the next 

setting the new mode; 

determining if a function sequence of keystrokes has been 
entered on the keypad fpt a valid function for the device and mode 
| . selected; 

j 20 obtaining device data format and command function data 

I corresponding Vb the function and mode selected from the Key 
! Reassignmep^Table; and, 

scoring the data in a "TO" entry in the Key Reassignment 
TaJatfB-; a 

25 The method of claim >r wherein said keystrokes for 

initiating the special function of reassignment include alpha 
numeric keystrokes. 

. The method of claim^ wherein the alpha numeric keystrokes 
are A-B-C and 9-9-9. 
30 ^7 remote - c o ntr o l device cumprisin 

a microprocessor including a CPU^arid memory means; 
j a. keypad including a set: Df keys coupled to said 

' microprocessor; 

s lamp driver circArfTtry coupled to said microprocessor; 
35 means f or^generating IR signals coupled to said IR lamp 

driver circtfrtry; 

ie-da£a- f o r o x oo ntinq comma nd functions fo r a plural it y__p_f_ 



i 



14 




npvhr?^g _ of different manu f acturers stored in s a id memo ry jmearre; 
(° a Key Reassignment Table in said memory means containing key 
identity and mode, device data format, and command functiorr data; 
means for sensing when a predetermined keystroke sequence has 
5 been entered on the keypad; / 

means for determining if the predetermined key stroke 
/- sequence is a command to perform special functLem processing to 
r.eassign to a key a function for a device; / 

means for determining if a function key has been depressed; 
10 means for storing the key identity and current mode into a 

"FROM" entry in the Key Reassignment Table; 
t"" means for determining if the next key depressed is a mode 
key ; / 
means for setting the new mode; 
15 means for determining if a/ function sequence of keystrokes 

has been entered on the keypad/for a valid function for the device 

means for obtaining device data format and command function 
data corresponding to the function and mode selected; and 
20 means for storing the data in a "TO" entry in the Key 

t ■• Reassignment Table. / 

-Jr. A remote/control device comprising: 
a microprocessor including a CPU and memory means; 
a keypad/ including a set of keys coupled to said 
microprocessor ; 

means / for generating IR signals coupled to said 
microprocessor ; 

code data for executing IR command functions stored in said 
memory/ means ; 

30 /a Key Reassignment table in said memory means containing key 

identity , device data format and function data; and 

/ program means stored in said memory means for assigning a 
d/fferent function to a key on the keypad at the choice of the 



iser— o"f~ the device . 
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